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This is a release containing many tables from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/eci.nr0.htm

EMPLOYMENT COST INDEX-MARCH 2009

Total compensation costs for civilian workers increased 0.3 percent from
December 2008 to March 2009, seasonally adjusted, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the U.S. Department of Labor reported today. This follows a 0.6 percent increase
for the September to December 2008 period. In March 2009, wages and salaries also
rose 0.3 percent, while benefits rose 0.5 percent. The Employment Cost Index
(ECI), a product of the National Compensation Survey, measures changes in
compensation costs for civilian workers (nonfarm private industry and state and local

government workers).

Table A. 3-month percent changes in the Employment Cost Index, seasonally adjusted

Compensation June | Sep. | Dec. | Mar. | June | Sep. | Dec. | Mar.
component 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2008 | 2008 | 2008 | 2008 | 2009
Civilian workers
Compensation costs 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.3
Wages and salaries 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.3
Benefit costs 1.2 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5
Private industry
Compensation costs 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.2
Wages and salaries 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.2
Benefit costs 1.1 0.7 1 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.2
State and local government
Compensation costs 1 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.8
Wages and salaries 0.8 1 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.5 0.7
Benefit costs 1.5 0.9 1.1 0.5 0.9 0.6 0.7 1.1

3-month percent changes, seasonally adjusted

Compensation costs for private industry rose 0.2 percent from December 2008 to
March 2009; the prior period increase was 0.5 percent. For March 2009, state and
local government compensation increased 0.8 percent. The prior period’s increase was
0.6 percent. Wages and salaries for private industry workers increased 0.2 percent

from December 2008 to March 2009, compared to 0.5 percent for the previous
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period. In state and local government, wages and salaries increased 0.7 percent.

The prior period increase was 0.5 percent.

Table B. 12-month percent changes in the Employment Cost Index, not seasonally adjusted

Compensation Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar.
component 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
Civilian workers
Compensation costs 3.7 3.6 2.8 3.5 33 2.1
Wages and salaries 2.6 2.5 2.7 3.6 3.2 22
Benefit costs 6.7 5.9 3.4 3.1 3.5 2
Private industry
Compensation costs 3.8 3.5 2.6 32 3.2 1.9
Wages and salaries 2.6 2.7 24 3.6 3.2 2
Benefit costs 6.8 5.5 3 22 3.2 1.6
State and local government
Compensation costs 3.4 3.6 3.7 4.6 3.6 3.1
Wages and salaries 2.1 2.3 2.8 3.8 3.5 3
Benefit costs 6.4 6.7 5.4 6.3 4.1 34

Nonfarm private industry

For the year ended March 2009, private industry compensation costs increased 1.7
percent for goods-producing industries, slowing from an increase of 3.1 percent in
March 2008. Compensation costs for manufacturing increased 1.7 percent for the year
ended March 2009, slowing from a 2.6 percent increase in March 2008. In the
construction industry, compensation costs rose 1.8 percent compared to 4.0 percent
for the 12-month period ending March 2008. (See table 5.)

The over-the-year increase for March 2009 in compensation costs for
service-providing industries slowed to 1.9 percent, down from the March 2008
increase of 3.3 percent. Among the major service-providing industries, changes in
compensation costs ranged from no change in financial activities to 2.9 percent in
leisure and hospitality. (See table 5.)

Among private industry occupational groups, over-the-year compensation gains
ranged from 1.2 percent. (See table 5.)

Compensation cost increases for union workers were greater than for nonunion
workers, advancing 3.0 percent in the year ended March 2009. Compensation costs

for nonunion workers increased 1.8 percent. Wages and salaries for union workers
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increased 3.1 percent in the 12-month period ended March 2009 while nonunion
workers saw a smaller increase of 1.9 percent. Benefit costs rose 2.7 percent in the
12-month period for union workers, also higher than the increase of 1.3 percent for

nonunion workers. (See tables C, 6, 10, and 12.)

Table C. 12-month percent changes in the Employment Cost Index, private industry
workers, by bargaining status,

Compensation Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar.
component 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Union workers
Compensation costs 5.6 3.6 2.7 2.2 3.1 3
Wages and salaries 2.8 2.4 2.5 2.5 2.6 3.1
Benefit costs 10.6 5.6 2.9 1.6 4.1 2.7

Nonunion workers

Compensation costs 3.5 3.5 2.6 33 3.2 1.8
Wages and salaries 2.7 2.6 2.5 3.7 33 1.9
Benefit costs 5.9 5.6 2.9 2.4 3 1.3

State and local government

For the year ended March 2009, wages and salaries for state and local government
workers rose 3.0 percent. The increase for the 12-month period ended March 2008
was 3.5 percent. Benefit costs increased 3.4 percent for the current 12-month period,
down from a 4.1 percent increase for the previous year. Public administration wages
and salaries increased 2.9 percent, also less than its March 2008 12-month percent
increase of 3.5 percent. (See tables B, 11, and 12.)

Over-the-year changes in wages and salaries, constant dollars, not seasonally
adjusted After adjusting for the changes in the prices of consumer goods and
services, wages and salaries for civilian workers increased 2.6 percent for the
12-month period ended March 2009, compared to a 0.7 percent decrease for the
12-month period ended March 2008. The increase for private industry was 2.5
percent, compared to a decrease of 0.8 percent for the year ended March 2008. State
and local government registered a 3.3 percent increase, compared to a decrease of

0.5 percent for the previous year. (See table D.)
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Table D. 12-month percent changes in wages and

salaries, Employment

Cost Index, constant dollars, not seasonally adjusted.
Ownership sector, Mar. Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar.
occupational
group, and industry 2004 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
Civilian workers 0.8 -0.6 -0.7 0.7 -0.7 2.6
Occupation
Management, professional, and 0.9 05 0.8 1 06 3
related
Sales and office 1.1 -0.3 -0.7 0.6 -1.1 1.6
Natural sources. construction ) 2) 4| 04| 07 |03 29
Production, t.ransportation, 3) 4) 07 1 02 11 26
and material moving
Service 0.4 -0.9 -1 1.2 -0.6 33
Industry
Goods-producing 0.7 -0.7 -0.5 0.3 -0.8 2.4
Service-providing 0.8 -0.5 -0.8 0.8 -0.8 2.7
Private industry 0.9 -0.5 -0.9 0.7 -0.8 2.5
State and local government 0.4 -0.8 -0.6 1 -0.5 33

1) Natural resources, construction, and maintenance
2) 0.9 natural resources, construction, and maintenance

3) Production, transportation, and material moving
4) 0.4Production, transportation, and material moving

The March 2009 ECI estimates for 14 individual localities (introduced in the
June 2008 reference period) is scheduled for release on Tuesday, May 19, 2009.

For each locality, two private industry estimates are provided : 12-month percent

change for total compensation and 12-month percent change for wages and

salaries. The data will be available at www.bls.gov/ect as well as in news

releases for each area. For additional information, see "BLS Introduces New

Employment Cost Indexes for 14 Metropolitan Areas," at

www.bls.gov/opub/cwc/cm20080922ar01p1.htm.
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Mother’s Day: May 10, 2000. The driving force behind Mother’s Day was
Anna Jarvis, who organized observances in Grafton, W.Va., and Philadelphia
exactly 101 years ago: May 10, 1908. As the annual celebration became
popular around the country, Jarvis asked members of Congress to set aside a
day to honor mothers. She finally succeeded in 1914, when Congress
designated the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

How Many Mothers

82.8 million

Estimated number of mothers in the United States in 2004.

Source: Survey of Income and Program Participation unpublished tabulations

55%

Percentage of 15- to 44-year-olds who were mothers in 2006.

Source: Fertility of American Women: 2006
<http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012510.html>

80%

Percentage of women 40 to 44 who were mothers in 2006. In 1976, 90
percent of women in that age group were mothers.

Source: Fertility of American Women: 2006

<http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012510.html>

How Many Children

2.1

The total fertility rate (TFR) or number of births per woman in the U.S. in
2006 (based on current birth rates by age). This is the first time since 1971
that the nation’s TFR was above replacement, which is the birth rate
required for a given generation to replace itself.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>
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2.6

The TFR or number of births in 2006 per woman in Utah (based on current
birth rates by age), which led the nation. At the other end of the spec wum
were Vermont, the District the olumbia and Rhode Island, with TFRs of 1.7
births per women.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

94%

Among the 37.8 million mothers living with children younger than 18 in
2004, the percentage who lived with their biological children only. In
addition, 3 percent lived with stepchildren, 2 percent with adopted children
and less than 1 percent with foster children. Source: Living Arrangements
of Children: 2004
<http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/wwwi/releases/archives/children/011507.html>

Moms Who've Recently Given Birth

4.3 million

Number of births registered in the United States in 2006. Of this number,
435,436 were to teens 15 to 19, 112,513 to mothers 40 or older and 494 to
those 50 or older.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

25.0

Average age of women in 2006 when they gave birth for the first time,
down from 252 years in 2005. This marks the first decline since this
measure became available in 1968.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

40%
~Percentage of births that were the mother’s first in 2006. Another 32
percent were the second-born; 17 percent, third; and 11 percent, fourth or
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more.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

18,674

Number of births in 2006 that were the mother’s eighth or more.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

38,568

Number of births in 2006 that did not occur in hospitals.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

32.1

Number of twin births per 1,000 total births in 2006.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

1533

Number of triplet and higher order multiple births per 100,000 total births in 2006.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

August

The month with the highest number of births, with 387,798 taking place that
month in 2006. Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>

Wednesday

The most common day of the week to deliver, with an average of 13,482
births taking place on Wednesdays during 2006. This is the first time
since at least 1990 that a day other than Tuesday had this distinction.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm>
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Jacob and Emily
The most popular baby names for boys and girls, respectively, in 2007.
Source: Social Security Administration

<http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/babynames/>

67 Number of births in the past year per 1,000 women 15 to 50 with a
graduate or professional degree. These women have a higher fertility rate
than those with any other level of education.

Source: Fertility of American Women: 2006
<http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012510.
html>

Mothers Remembered

20,227

Number of florist establishments nationwide in 2006. The 98,373
employees in floral shops across our nation will be especially busy
preparing, selling and delivering floral arrangements for Mother’s Day.
Source: County Business Patterns: 2006
<http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/county business
patterns/012181.html>

The flowers bought for mom have a good chance of having been grown
in California. Among the 15 surveyed states, California was the leading
provider of cut flowers in 2007, accounting for 77 percent of domestic
flower production ($320 million out of $416 million) in those states.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=
1072>
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Large Population growth in our outer suburbs : ABS (¥&)
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From the Australian Bureau of Statistics "media release" section of its
website

MEDIA RELEASE

April 23, 2009 Embargoed: 11.30 am 4/23/2009
(AEST)

Large population growth in our outer suburbs : ABS

Large population growth occurred in the outer suburbs of the capital cities
in the 12 months to 30 June 2008, according to population estimates
released today by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).

The largest increases in each state and territory occurred on the fringes of
capital city Statistical Divisions (SDs). The most significant was the
outer-suburban Local Government Area (LGA) of Wyndham in Victoria
increasing by 8,900 with Wanneroo in Western Australia and Blacktown in
NSW increasing by 8,600 and 5,300 respectively.

In the smaller states and territories, the largest growth was experienced in
the outer-suburban LGAs of Salisbury in South Australia (2,400), Palmerston
in the Northern Territory (1,500) and Kingborough in Tasmania (630).

In the Australian Capital Territory, where LGAs do not exist, the Statistical
Local Area (SLA) with the largest growth was Harrison (1,550), and in
Queensland, where the Brisbane LGA covers multiple SLAs, the
outer-suburban Ipswich - East SLA increased by 3,700 people.

Capital city growth remains strong

Capital city SDs accounted for over two-thirds of the total growth with the
overall population in capital city SDs increasing by 1.8%, which is slightly
higher than the remainder of Australia (1.6%).

In the capital cities, the City of Brisbane LGA recorded the largest growth
(17,400 people) while the City of Perth was Australia's fastest-growing LGA
increasing at a rate of 10.8%.

Coastal hotspots

Queensland's seaboard continued to experience large growth. In the
south-east, the Gold Coast LGA increased by 13,200 people, Moreton Bay
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by 11,800 and the Sunshine Coast by 8,700; while further north, the
population grew by 6,000 people in Cairns and by 5,100 in Townsville.

Rapid growth was recorded along the Western Australian coast in Mandurah
(5.1%) and Busselton (4.6%) and in South Australia, the fastest growing of
all seaside LGAs was Victor Harbor (3.5%).

Further information is available in Regional Population Growth, Australia,
2007-08 (cat. no. 3218.0) .

Media Note:
* Please ensure when reporting on ABS data that you attribute the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (or the ABS) as the source.
Regional population growth data highlights for 2007-08

NEW SOUTH WALES
* The Sydney Statistical Division (SD) grew by 55,000 to 4.4 million
people.
* QOutside of the Sydney SD, the fastest growth rates occurred along the
NSW coast in the Richmond-Tweed (1.6%), Mid North Coast (1.2%),
Hunter and South Eastern SDs (both 1.1%).

VICTORIA

* Melbourne SD's growth of 74,600 people was the largest of all the
Australian capital city SDs

* The LGA of Wyndham (C), located on the western suburban fringe of
Melbourne SD, experienced the largest and fastest growth (8,900
people or 7.2%) of all Victorian LGAs.

* The fastest growth outside of the Melbourne SD continued to occur in
coastal areas including the LGA of Surf Coast (S) (3.6%) and Bass
Coast (S) (2.3%).

QUEENSLAND
* The three most populous LGAs in Australia - Brisbane (C), Gold
Coast (C) and Moreton Bay (R) - recorded the largest increases. The
population of Brisbane (C) increased by 17,400 (1.7%), the Gold
Coast (C) by 13,200 (2.7%), and Moreton Bay (R) by 11,800 (3.4%).
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* QOutside of south-east Queensland, the LGA of Cairns (R) had the
largest and fastest growth with an increase of 6,000 people (3.9%).

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

* Victor Harbor (C), on the southern Fleurieu Peninsula, and Mount
Barker (DC), in the Mt Lofty Ranges east of Adelaide, were the two
fastest growing LGAs in the state, increasing by 3.5% and 2.9%
respectively.

* The two LGAs with the largest growth were in the northern suburbs
of the Adelaide SD; Salisbury (C) experienced the largest increase
(2,400) followed by neighbouring Playford (C), which increased by
2,000.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
* Three-quarters of Western Australia's population growth occurred in the
Perth SD, which grew by more than 800 people each week on
average.
* Over one-third of Western Australia's LGAs outside of the Perth
metropolitan area had declining populations.

TASMANIA
e Sorell (M) (2.8%) and Brighton (M) (2.5%) were the fastest-growing
LGAs in Tasmania.
* The largest growth occurred in Kingborough (M) (630) and Launceston
(C) (400).

NORTHERN TERRITORY
* Palmerston(C) had the fastest growth (5.5%) of all Northern Territory
LGAs.
* Qutside of Darwin SD, the fastest-growing LGAs were Central Desert
(S) (2.2%), Roper Gulf (S) (2.1%) and Barkly (S) (2.0%).

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
* Growth was largest in northern suburban Canberra, especially in the
SLAs of Harrison (1,500 people), Bruce (810 people) and Gungahlin
(500 people).
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This is a media release from Statistics New Zealand

http://www stats.govt.nz/products-and-services/media-releases/marriages-civil-u
nions-divorces/marriages-civil-unions-and-divorces-yr-ended-decO8-mr.htm
Marriages, Civil Unions and Divorces:ended December 2008—Media Release

One-third of marriages end in divorce

The Family Court granted 9,700 divorces in 2008, slightly below the
annual average of 10,000 for the last decade, Statistics New Zealand said
today. Analysis of divorce statistics by year of marriage shows that about
one-third of New Zealanders who married in 1983 had divorced before

their silver wedding anniversary (25 years).

Half of marriages dissolved in 2008 had lasted 13.4 years or more,
compared with 12.6 years for marriages dissolved in 1998. The median age

at divorce in 2008 was 44.5 years for men and 41.9 years for women.

There were 21,900 marriages registered to New Zealand residents in 2008,
compared with 21,500 in 2007. The increase was due to more first
marriages, up from 14,400 to 14,800.The number of remarriages remained
at 7,100, the same as in 2007.

A further 2,000 marriages were registered to overseas residents in 2008,
the same number in each of the previous three years. These marriages
include wedding tourists and expatriates returning to celebrate their

marriage.

On leap day (29 February 2008), 230 marriages were celebrated compared

with an average of 130 on other Fridays in February. Only 13 percent of

weddings occurred during the winter months of June, July and August, but
Friday 8 August 2008 (or 08/08/08) was a popular day, with 290
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marriages celebrated compared with an average of 40 on other Fridays in

August.

The general marriage rate (marriages per 1,000 unmarried adults) was 13.7
in 2008, down from 15.6 in 1998. The latest rate is less than one-third of
the peak level of 45.5 per 1,000 recorded in 1971.

There were 327 civil unions registered to New Zealand residents in 2008
comprising 256 same-sex unions (111 male and 145 female) and 71
opposite-sex unions. There were 78 civil unions registered to overseas
residents, bringing the total number of registrations to 405. Up to 31

December 2008, eight civil unions had been dissolved.

Geoff Bascand
Government Statistician

END

See also the Hot Off The Press information release Marriages, Civil

Unions and Divorces: Year ended December 2008.

Forenquiries

Anne Howard

Christchurch 03 964 8700
Email: demography@stats.govt.nz
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This is a press release from the Central Statistics Office
Ireland.http://www.cso.ie/newsevents/pr womenandmen2008.htm

Female employment rate exceeds EU 2010 target

The employment rate for women in Ireland was 60.5% in the second
quarter of 2008 compared with 48.1% in 1998. This rapid increase means
that Ireland already exceeds the EU 2010 target of 60%. The employment
rate in 2008 for men was 75.6%, which was well above the average 2007
EU rate of 72.5%.

Women’s income in 2006 was around two-thirds of men’s income. After
adjusting for differences in hours worked, women’s hourly earnings were

around 86% of men’s.

The report shows that women are under-represented in decision-making
structures at both national and regional levels. In 2008 only 13% of TDs in
Dail Eireann were women, while they accounted for 34% of members of
State Boards, 17% of members of local authorities and just 15% of
members of regional authorities. The average representation in national

parliaments for EU27 countries was nearly 24% in 2008.

The education and health sectors employed the highest proportion of
women, with an 80% share of the total at work in health, 85% in
primary education and nearly two-thirds in second level education (62%).
However, women were not well represented at senior level positions. In
the health service, women represented only 32% of medical and dental
consultants. Similarly, women accounted for 51% of primary school
managers, and in second level schools women accounted for only 38% of

school managers.
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The early school leavers rate among women aged 18-24 in2007 was 8.7%,
which was much lower than the male rate of 14.2%. There were higher
proportions of girls taking English and European languages at Leaving
Certificate higher level in 2008. However, boys had higher rates of
participation in technical subjects. Over 90% of Leaving Certificate
studentstaking higher level engineering, construction studies and technical
drawing examinations were male. This pattern continued at third level with
men accounting for around 86% of graduates in engineering, manufacturing

and construction.

The proportion of men at risk of poverty in 2006, after pensions and
social transfers, was 17% compared to 19% of women.At risk of poverty
rates in 2007 were considerably lower for employed men and women at
6% for both.

Life expectancy for women at birth was 81.6 years in 2006, nearly 5
years more than the value for men of 76.8 years. Life expectancy for men
at age less than 1 year in Ireland is over 2 years greater than the EU 27
average, while for women in Ireland life expectancy at age less than 1

year is just over half a year greater than the EU 27 average.

Men were generally more likely to die at a younger age than women, with
the difference in risk particularly high in the 15-24 years age group. This
reflects a greater tendency for young men to commit suicide and to be

victims of motor vehicle accidents.

Irelandhad the most gender balanced population in the EU in 2007, with
100 women per 100 men in the population. For older age groups the
proportion of women in the population was higher with 80 men per 100
women in the 65 and over age group. At EU level there were 71 men

per 100 women in the 65 and over age group.
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The Japanese Statistics Bureau produces some News Bulletins in English
http://www.stat.go.jp/english/info/news/1889.htm#p1

News Bulletin 30 April 2009

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

Employment situation of young females

result of the Employment Status Survey

At present, Japan's population is on the verge of decline due to the low
fertility rate and aged population. As the baby-boomers are reaching the
retirement age, it has become a very important socio-economic issue for
Japanto secure sufficient labor force that can support the economic growth
and the provision of necessary social services. In this regard, labor
participation of the females and the elderly is expected to be key elements
of resolving the problems.

This paper describes the employment situation of young females*lusing the
results of the 2007 Employment Status Survey conducted by the Statistics
Bureau of Japan (SBJ).

*1) "Young females" here refers to those females aged 15 to 39 years.

Labor participation rate of females showed steady rise in 1982 - 2007

From 1982 to 2007, the number of females engaged in work aged 15 to
39 years increased steadily from 10,898 thousand to 11,692 thousand, and
its labor participation rate rose from 49.4% to 59.4%. (Figure 1)

The increase of the labor participation rates was particularly sharp from
2002 to 2007 for the age groups of "25 to 29" and "30 to 34", up by
4.8 points and 6.7 points respectively. (Figure 2)
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Figurel, Number of females (15-39 years) engaged in work and the labor
participation rate (1982-2007)
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Figure2. Labor participation rate by age group (females aged 15 - 39
years) (2002, 2007)
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Labor participation rate of young married females with children rose
sharply

s, sharply rose by 4.3 points and 5.7 points respectively. (Figure 3)

Among the households consisting of a married couple with child(ren)*z, the

labor participation rate of wives becomes higher for higher age groups,

and the highest was that for the group of 35 to 39 years at 54.8%.

From 2002 to 2007, the rates for the age groups of "25 to 29" and "30

to 34", who are more likely to have infant

*2) The households here include those households consisting of a married
couple with child(ren) and parent(s). The age of the wive of the
married couple here is limited to the range of 15 to 39 years. The

total number of "the households consisting of a married couple with
child(ren)" was 5,633 thousand in 2007.

Figure3. participation rate of married females with child(ren) by age
group in the household *(2002, 2007)

(98]
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300 F
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Labor participation rate of married females rose regardless of children's
ages
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Among the households consisting of a married couple with child(ren), the
labor participation rate of females with the youngest child aged less than 3
years was 33.1%, and that for the youngest child aged 9 to 11 years was
71.6%. As their children get older, the participation rate becomes higher, which
suggests that the burden of child rearing eases as their children grow up.
From 2002 to 2007, the participation rate rose for all age groups of the
youngest children. The rise was the highest for the age group of 3 to 5
years, showing a rise by 5.7 points, while that for the youngest child aged
less than 3 years also rose by 4.0 points. This fact suggests that the
environment is becoming more favorable for working females who have to
rear children. (Figure 4)

Figure4. Labor participation rate of married females by the age group of
youngest child in the household *(2002, 2007)

(%)
200
716
5% 6
62.4

a0.0 L

400 R

331

00 R

L ess than Jto 5 Gtio 8 Otoll (& ge of youngest child)
3 wears

*3) The household here refers to the household with a married couple with
child(ren) and parent(s). The youngest child here refers to the youngest
child of the married couple.

(Source) The Employment Status Survey (SBJ)

The Employment Status Survey is a sample survey conducted every five
years by the SBJ.The most recent one was conducted as of October 2007
with a sample of approximately 1 million persons aged15 years or older
living in Japan. For further details, see the web site below.
http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/shugyou/index.htm
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